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SUBJECT: MULTILATERAL AEFAIRS: THE POSITION OP THE PEOPLE'S 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OP LAOS 

REF: STATE 037591 

1. THE POLLOWING IS IN REPLY TO QUESTIONNAIRE CONTAINED IN 
PARA 7 OP REPTEL. SUBPARAGRAPHS BELOW ARE LETTERED TO 
CORRESPOND TO SUBPARAGRAPHS IN REPTEL: 

(A) LAOS' MAJOR MULTILATERAL INTEREST IS IN OBTAINING THE 
MAXIMUM AMOUNT OP ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE PROM AS MANY COUNTRIES 
AS POSSIBLE AND FROM SUCH MULTILATERAL INSTITUTIONS AS UNITED 
NATIONS AGENCIES, THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY PUND AND THE 
ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK. WE KNOW OP NO PARTICULAR ISSUES, 
MEMBERSHIPS OR INDIVIDUAL CANDIDACIES IT MIGHT PURSUE. IT IS 
DIPFICULT TO PREDICT 

HOW THE NEW COMMUNIST AUTHORITIES WILL PROCEED, BUT IN THE PAST 
LAOS HAS NOT BEEN VERY ACTIVE IN INTERNATIONAL PORA. 

(B) LAOS IS DOMINATED BY VIET-NAM AND CAN BE EXPECTED TO TAKE 
WHATEVER POSTURE ON INTERNATIONAL ISSUES THE VIETNAMESE 
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TIME TO ADOPT MOSCOW'S POSITION ON MOST INTERNATIONAL QUESTIONS. 
LAOS HAS NO INELUENCE ON ANY OTHER COUNTRY, THOUGH IT CAN 
PROBABLY EXPECT COMMUNIST AND THIRD-WORLD SUPPORT EOR ITS 
INTERNATIONAL STATEMENTS. 

(C) UNDER THE PREVIOUS REGIME LAOS DELEGATES WERE KEPT ON A 
LOOSE LEASH AND SELDOM INSTRUCTED. THEY EVIDENTLY REPORTED 
LITTLE TO THE EOREIGN MINISTRY, WHICH WAS GENERALLY UNINFORMED. 
WE SUSPECT THAT THE NEW COMMUNIST AUTHORITIES WILL KEEP A 
CLOSER REIN ON THEIR REPRESENTATIVES. IN ANY CASE, A LAO 
DELEGATION IN NEED OE INSTRUCTIONS WOULD NO DOUBT EOLLOW THE 
VIETNAMESE LEAD, OR - IE THE VIETNAMESE WERE NOT REPRESENTED 

IN A PARTICULAR FORUM - VOTE WITH THE SOVIETS. 

(D) NO. 

(E) LAOS IS, OF COURSE, NO LONGER RECEPTIVE TO AMERICAN REPRESEN- 
TATIONS ON INTERNATIONAL ISSUES; THE QUESTION OE THE PDRL'S 
ACCEPTING THE CONCEPT OP "INTERACTION" WITH THE USG ON MULTI- 
LATERAL ISSUES AS AN ELEMENT OP OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS HARDLY 
ARISES. THE ONLY SUCH ISSUE WE HAVE RAISED WITH THE LAO IN 
RECENT MONTHS WAS ANGOLA, OVER WHICH LAOS HESITATED EOR SOME 
WEEKS BEFORE IT POLLOWED THE VIETNAMESE AND SOVIET LEAD BY 
RECOGNIZING THE MPLA. THE DELAY, WE ARE QUITE CERTAIN, RESULTED 
NOT PROM OUR SINGLE REPRESENTATION BUT RATHER PROM THE REMOTE- 
NESS PROM LAOS OP THE COUNTRY AT ISSUE AND THE DIVERGENCE 
BETWEEN THE VIETNAMESE/SOVIET POSITION ON THE ONE HAND AND 
THE CHINESE POSITION ON THE OTHER. LAOS IS NOT ABOVE SEEKING 

U.S. BACKING, BUT ONLY ON ISSUES OP IMMEDIATE INTEREST TO 
ITSELF, E.G., ASKING THE USG TO INELUENCE THAILAND TO OPEN 
THE THAI-LAO BORDER. WITH U.S. ECONOMIC AND MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAMS TERMINATED AT THE LAO GOVERNMENT'S REQUEST (ALTHOUGH 
LAOS WOULD LIKE TO SEE U.S. ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE RENEWED, ON 
LAO TERMS), WE CANNOT ASSOCIATE THE LEVEL OP OUR ASSISTANCE 
WITH LAOS'S VOTING RECORD. THAT RECORD, OP COURSE, HAS BECOME 
SOLIDLY ANTI-U.S. SINCE THE COMMUNIST TAKE-OVER HERE. 

2. POLITICAL OPPICER STEPHEN T. JOHNSON HAS BEEN DESIGNATED 
VIENTIANE'S MULTILATERAL APFAIRS OFPICER. 

CORCORAN 

CONPIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE, FOREIGN RELATIONS, DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION, INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 17 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: coburnhl 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976VIENTI00408 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760058-0778 
From: VIENTIANE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760242/aaaabkog.tel 

Line Count: 98 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 STATE 37591 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: coburnhl 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <06 MAY 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <31 AUG 2004 by coburnhb 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MULTILATERAL AFFAIRS: THE POSITION OF THE PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF LAOS 
TAGS: PORG, PFOR, US, LA, XX, PDRL 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



